
 
1) Objectives 
 
The Ecole pratique des hautes études (EPHE), a public higher education institution of training 
and research both in the humanities and social sciences and basic and applied sciences founded in 
1868, has a long-standing tradition of rich cooperation and exchange with Britain. It is currently 
seeking to structure this relationship, giving it higher visibility and greater integration within 
today’s international academic partnerships. Possible ways to do this include : 
 
- the development of links between research units and leading scholars both in certain fields 
currently of special importance (e.g. religions and secularism; the Mediterranean world; 
transdiciplinary studies of ageing; cognition; environmental research) and in rare, advanced 
scolarship disciplines (e.g. the Ancient world as a whole; the study of the Semitic, Indian, Iranian, 
African, Chinese, Japanese or Tibetan worlds; Medieval Islam; Gnosis and Manicheism; the 
history of science and arts; the preservation of South Pacific coral reefs; the protection of arid and 
semi-arid lands of Xinqiang). 
 
- a substantial increase in the number of its British students, at present unexpectedly low given 
that international students currently account for ca. 25 per cent of total enrolment at the EPHE 
and 50 per cent of its doctoral candidates (both unusually high figures compared with most other 
French higher education institutions) :  

- in its Master’s degree courses (Earth and Life Sciences comprising 5 specialisms; 
Historical, Philological and Religious Sciences, 2 subject areas, 9 specialisms); 
- in its Doctoral School (3 subject areas) for French doctoral theses and ‘cotutelles’ 
i.e. double doctorates or PhDs conferred in association with a foreign university;  
- in its own diplomas (EPHE Master’s Degree ; EPHE Postdoctoral Degree) ; 
 

- the involvement of British students and researchers in its European Master’s and Doctoral 
programmes and projects, such as the Bibracte European School of Protohistory, the European 
Institute for the Scientific Study of Religions (IESR), the European Doctoral School – a 
partnership with the Istituto Italiano di Scienze Umane (SUM) of Florence, Humboldt University 
of Berlin, the Central European University of Budapest and the Ecole des études en sciences 
sociales (EHESS) – and its three international and multidisciplinary institutes, the above-
mentioned IESR, the Insular Research Center and Environment Observatory Pacific (CRIOBE) 
at Moorea, French Polynesia, and the Transdisciplinary Institute for the Study of Ageing (ITEV). 
 
 
  
2) Contents 
 
Small numbers in stark contrast to wealth of EPHE-UK scientific connections. 
 
* Few student exchanges : none of the 40 ERASMUS agreements signed to date by the EPHE has 
been with the UK nor is there at present a single joint doctoral degree with a British university – 
out of an average of 140 annually. There are also too few UK postdoctoral fellows at the EPHE – 
one recent exception was a musicologist from Oxford. A number of EPHE students go to 
Cambridge, Oxford or London but mostly for short-term visits and through their supervisors’ 
connections rather than institutional cooperation. 
 
* Research cooperation is on the other hand quite strong: 4 or 5 UK professors are invited every 
year as ‘International Director of Studies’ (i.e. 10 per cent of the total number of invited 



professors)and a fellow from Wolfson College, Oxford, has been elected to the EPHE Chair of 
Tibetan History and Philology in 2009. 
* Joint participation to scientific meetings, doctoral and postdoctoral workshops,  doctoral juries, 
doctoral summer schools and joint research programmes are certainly the most active framework 
for a ‘natural’ cooperation. The following are a sample of those regular contacts : 

- Oxford : rituals in Hellenistic Greece and the Roman East ; the religion of ancient Egypt ; 
textual interpretation at the time of the confessions ; Byzantine philology ;  
- Cambridge: the Jewish tradition of Greek bible translation; the first Western polyphonies ; 
numismatics; Hebrew paleography; Mongol and Siberian studies; 
- London : history of therapy in ancient Mesopotamia (UCL) ; Medieval Jewish studies ; 
history and history of art (the Warburg Institute); 
- Edinburgh, Portsmouth, Norwich: cognition; microbiology; tropical ecology. 

In all the above fields of human and social sciences, the Maison Française d’Oxford (MFO) is a 
natural partner for the EPHE (which has signed a formal cooperation agreement in 2008).  
 
 
3) Perspectives 
 
* The EPHE’s attempts to formalise its connections with the UK, primarily at doctoral level (co-
supervised doctorates being the instrument of choice at the EPHE) but also within ERASMUS, 
have been hampered by the usual difficulties associated with the British academic context – 
although these will hopefully ease up with time.   
Increasing the number of formal bilateral agreements does not appear an easy way or a sine qua 
none for the EPHE to improve or extend existing ties with British partners; in this regard, grants 
and scholarships are of greater efficiency and approaches to the  private sector have been initiated, 
so far with moderate yet encouraging success (the Canon Foundation should be providing a 
research grant to a doctoral candidate from Cambridge). 
 
* An entirely revamped information policy focusing on training, degrees and research 
opportunities available at the EPHE, through lectures and seminars, the Doctoral School, research 
units and institutes, is absolutely necessary to bring existing exchanges and contacts to a higher 
level. This is what the EPHE is aiming to achieve at present, to make the most of the diversity of 
its fields of speciality as well as of its reputation amongst foreign institutions and colleagues. 
 
* Finally, in the medium-term, the planned Campus Condorcet (a government-funded initiative as 
part of the ‘Plan Campus’ launched in February 2008), a joint proposal by the EHESS, the EPHE, 
the Ecole des Chartes and the Universities of Paris 1, Paris 8 and Paris 13, now supported by 
CNRS, INED, the Institut des Amériques and INRA, an integrated campus dedicated to the social 
and human sciences with international-standard research and accommodation facilities, should 
attract increasing numbers of UK students and researchers. 


