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1. FRENCH TECH: A BOOMING ECOSYSTEM OF 

STARTUPS 

The French startup ecosystem has enjoyed incredible momentum in recent years, led 

by a new generation of entrepreneurs, investors, engineers, designers and many other 

talented individuals united under the French Tech banner. In November 2013, the 

French government launched a strategic pro-growth measure for French startups to 

support the incredible drive of this community of entrepreneurial talents. This measure, 

the French Tech Initiative, is based on a strong, committed philosophy to empower 

entrepreneurs. 

The vitality of French startups is embodied nationwide, particularly in the 13 regional 

French Tech Cities and in Paris, the national network’s powerhouse. 

Paris has established itself as a world-class player with an assertive innovation policy 

that has seen the emergence of over 40 business incubators soon to be joined by 

world leaders Le Cargo (15,000m²) and La Halle Freyssinet (33,000m² and 1,000 

startups), in addition to 80 co-working spaces, 20 fab labs and nearly 1,500 new 

startups created annually, with a growing number of success stories. Paris is an excep-

tionally buoyant city, acknowledged and heralded as such in the international rankings. 
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KEY FIGURES  

 

 3 IPOs listed on Nasdaq in the last two years: DBV Technology valued at more 

than €1.5 billion, Critéo at over €2.3 billion and Cellectis at more than  

€1 billion. 

 France is the European country with the highest number of hyper-growth busi-

nesses for the fifth year running (Source: Deloitte Technology Fast 500 

EMEA). 

 France is Europe’s second most active venture capital market (Source:  

Clipperton). This market has grown 70% in just 1 year. 

 The number of fundraising operations totalling over €30 million has soared 

since 2013, with funding rounds of more than €100m also on the rise (Blablacar 

raised €300m in one year, Sigfox €100m in 2015, Deezer, etc.). 

  



 

5 

2. LAUNCH OF FRENCH TECH  

LONDON 

“The French entrepreneurial community is an extraordinary asset for our  

country. While they receive little recognition in France, these entrepreneurs, 

CEOs and French investors living abroad, are often leading, respected,  

influential figures in their ecosystem. They are the pride of our country. French 

Tech needs its community of entrepreneurs today to take their drive to the next 

level and help develop French startups and France’s image worldwide. Together, 

we will make France the world’s next big startup nation.”  

Emmanuel Macron 

Minister for the Economy, Industry and Digital Affairs 

 

A large, influential French Tech community in London 

 Some 300,000 to 400,000 French people live in the Greater London area. 

 Many of them work in technological fields as entrepreneurs, engineers and  

senior executives for large corporations (French people hold high-ranking  

positions at Apple, Facebook, Google and Twitter). 

 London French Tech success stories: 

o Made.com, successfully raised $60M to accelerate its European expan-

sion in July 2015. 

o Captain Train, acquired in March 2016 by London-based startup  

Trainline for over €160M. 

o FinTech firm Kantox raises $11m in Series B funding round in March 

2015. 

o Vestiaire {Collective} raises a $37m Series D round led by Eurazeo 

with participation from existing investors Condé Nast, Balderton Capital, 

Idinvest and Ventech. 
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French Tech London: the French Tech community is coming together 

and taking shape 

This large French diaspora is coming together today to create French London. 

The initiative is expanding and helping to shape the French Tech ecosystem in the 

Greater London Area. 

Today sees the official launch of French Tech London, based more broadly on the 

foundations laid by the French community in London to make the entire local ecosys-

tem more transparent for French entrepreneurs and raise its profile with UK  

influencers. 

French Tech London is an initiative open to London’s entire French Tech community to 

unite and take centre stage in France and Europe. 

A project driven by forty-five emblematic French Tech figures 

French Tech London, driven by forty-five emblematic French Tech figures in the  

London tech scene, has two key goals. The first is to provide the French entrepreneuri-

al community with the resources it needs to coordinate and raise its profile in the  

London and wider European ecosystems. The second is to help British stakeholders 

understand the French ecosystem and find partners in France to work on French and 

European markets. 

The emergence of the well-organised, assertive, and high-profile French Tech London 

community will smooth the way for French startups to enter the London ecosystem by 

facilitating peer networking with French entrepreneurs already established in the area. 
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“These new French Tech Hubs will be just as much outposts for our startups in 
the conquest of international markets. After the rounds of territory certifications, 
with the upcoming arrival of the foreign entrepreneurs who were awarded the 
French Tech Ticket, and the next themed ecosystems, a logical and efficient  
ensemble is coming together year after year. La French Tech is affirming itself 
with these new hubs as a major tool serving the attractiveness of our country.” 

 

Axelle Lemaire 

Secretary of State for the Digital Economy 

 

Today, French Tech London comprises: 

 Over 4,500 members on its different social networks. 

 A portal site acting as the ecosystem’s gateway: london.lafrenchtech.com 

mapping the services provided to startups by their partners: Business France, 

the French Chamber of Commerce in Great Britain, and the French Embassy to 

the United Kingdom. 

 Monthly events held by various French-speaking partners (French Digital, Frog 

Valley, FrenchConnect London, the French Chamber of Commerce in Great 

Britain and French Tech London Hub). 

 30 French Tech London ambassadors: entrepreneurs and senior tech execu-

tives who advise and assist French entrepreneurs seeking to develop their 

business in the area (see list below). 

 15 French Tech London investors: Angel investors, Partners and General Man-

agers dedicating their time to help French Startups access funding and grow. 

 Presentations by French speakers at local conferences. 

 Meetings with leading French Tech CEOs visiting London. 

 Plans to hold a major annual meeting in London under the French Tech banner. 

 Communications activities targeting local influencers. 
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Founding members of French Tech London 

Steering  

Committee 

 

Albin Serviant, FrenchConnect London 

Hakim Mendjeli, French Digital 

Loïc Dumas, Frog Valley 

Michael Francoise, Coordinator FrenchTech London 

Alain De Cointet, French Embassy to the United Kingdom 

Ludovic Doyennette, French Embassy to the United Kingdom 

Adèle Petit, French Embassy to the United Kingdom 

Aurélie Simon, French Embassy to the United Kingdom  

Ruben Narzul, French Embassy to the United Kingdom 

Patrick Manon, Business France 

Sébastien Carbon, Business France 

Anne Dessemond, Business France 

Jorge Martin, Business France 

Florence Gomez, French Chamber of Commerce in Great Britain 

Frederique Andreani, French Chamber of Commerce in Great Britain 

Marielle Fraize, French Chamber of Commerce in Great Britain 

Roxane Certner, French Chamber of Commerce in Great Britain 

 

Public players Business France, The French Chamber of Commerce in Great Britain, 

French Embassy to the UK, La French Tech  

Founding  

sponsors 

Accel Partners, Balderton Capital, OVH.co.uk 
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3. THE MAIN FRENCH TECH LONDON-BASED  

AMBASSADORS, INVESTORS AND PROJECT  

PROMOTERS 

 
 

First name/Last name: Albin Serviant  

Title: CEO 

Company: EasyRoommate 

 

 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/easyroommate-uk 

 

 

 

 

First name/Last name: Rémi Aubert 

Title: Co-founder 

Company: AB Tasty 

 

 

  

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/ab-tasty 

 

 

 

 

First name/Last name: Fabrice Bernhard 

Title: CTO and Co-founder 

Company: Theodo 

 

 

http://www.theodo.co.uk 
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First name/Last name: Stéphanie Bouchet 

Title: CEO 

Company: RougeFrog 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/rougefrog 

 

 

 

 

 

First name/Last name: Laurence Bret Stern  

Title: Senior Marketing Director 

Company: Linkedin 

 

 

 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/linkedin#/entity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First name/Last name: Raphael Crouan  

Title: CEO and Founder,  

Company: Startupbootcamp 

 

 

   

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/startupbootcamp  
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First name/Last name: Beatrice de Montille  

Title: Founder 

Company: Merci Maman 

 

 

 

www.mercimamanboutique.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

First name/Last name: Jean Philippe Doumeng 

Title: Co-founder 

Company: TicTrac 

 

 

 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/tictrac 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

First name/Last name: Romain Eude  

Title: CEO and Co-founder 

Company: Utelly 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/utelly-com 
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First name/Last name: Benjamin Faes  

Title: Managing Director Partner Business Solutions 

Company: Google 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/google#/entity 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

First name/Last name: Marie Fouris  

Title: Founder 

Company: Edit-Place 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/edit-place 

 

 
 

 

 

First name/Last name: Nathalie Gaveau  

Title: CEO and Founder  

Company: Shopcade 

  

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/shopcade 
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First name/Last name: Philippe Gelis  

Title: CEO and Co-founder 

Company: Kantox 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/kantox 

 

 
 

 

  

First name/Last name: Josephine Goube  

Title: Director of Strategic Partnerships 

Company: Migreat 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/migreat-llc 

 

 

 

 
 

First name/Last name: Guy Hugot Derville  

Title: Data Science Manager 

Company: Twitter 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/twitter 
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First name/Last name: Xavier Louis 

Title: CPO and Co-founder 

Company: Peak 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/brainbow 

 

 

 

 

  

First name/Last name: Hakim Mendjeli  

Title: CEO 

Company: 4by90 & Diune  

 

http://www.4by90.com 

 

 

 

 

 

First name/Last name: Jules Minvielle 

Title: CEO and Co-founder 

Company: Mozoo 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/mozoo 
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First name/Last name: Fanny Moizant 

Title: Marketing Director and Co-founder 

Company: Vestiaire {Collective} 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/vestiairedecopines 

 

 

 

 

 

First name/Last name: Olivier Njamfa 

Title: CEO and Co-founder 

Company: Eptica 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/eptica 

 

 

 

 

 

First name/Last name: Lionel Paillet 

Title: General Manager 

Company: Nest Labs 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/nest-labs 
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First name/Last name: Christophe Parcot 

Title: COO 

Company: Teads 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/teads 

 

 

 

 

  

First name/Last name: Alexandre Sagakian 

Title: VP Data & Research 

Company: Qriously 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/qriously 

 

 

 

 

  

First name/Last name: Julien Wolff  

Title: Managing Partner 

Company: Edit-Place 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/edit-place 
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First name/Last name: François Barrault 

Title: Chairman and Founder 

Company: FDB Partners 

 

 

 

 

First name/Last name: Nathan Benaich 

Title: Investor 

Company: Playfair Capital 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/playfair-capital 

 

 

 

 

 

First name/Last name: Philippe Botteri  

Title: Partner 

Company: Accel Partners 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/accel-partners 
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First name/Last name: Pascal Cagni 

Title: Founding Partner 

Company: C4 Ventures 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/c4-ventures 

 

 

 

 

 

First name/Last name: Frederic Court 

Title: Founder and Managing Partner 

Company: Felix Capital 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/felix-capital 

 

 

 

 

 

First name/Last name: Fred Destin 

Title: General Manager 

Company: Accel Partners 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/accel-partners 
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First name/Last name: Frederic Halley 

Title: Europe Operating Partner 

Company: Next World Capital 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/next-world-capital 

 

 

 

 

 

First name/Last name: Maryline Kulawik 

Title: Investor 

Company: Daphni 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/daphni 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First name/Last name: Frederic Lardieg 

Title: Investment Director 

Company: Octopus Ventures 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/octopus-ventures 
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First name/Last name: Bernard Liautaud 

Title: General Partner 

Company: Balderton Capital 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/balderton-capital 

 

 

 

 

 

First name/Last name: Martin Mignot 

Title: Early Stage Investor 

Company: Index Ventures 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/index-ventures 

 

 

 

 

 

First name/Last name: Ash Puri 

Title: Early Stage Investor 

Company: Episode 1 Ventures 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/episode 
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First name/Last name: Frederic Rombaut 

Title: Founder and Chairman 

Company: FR Development 

 

 

 

 

 

First name/Last name: Thomas Rubens 

Title: Principal 

Company: DN Capital 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/dn-capital 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First name/Last name: David Szekely 

Title: Principal 

Company: White Star Capital 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/white-star-capital 
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First name/Last name: Bruno Tourme 

Title: Managing Partner 

Company: Eurohold 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/eurohold 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First name/Last name: Dominique Vidal 

Title: Partner 

Company: Index Ventures 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/index-ventures 

 



 

23 

  

4. AN INTERNATIONAL FRENCH TECH HUBS  

PROGRAMME: BUILDING BRIDGES BETWEEN 

FRANCE AND MAJOR INTERNATIONAL TECH CITIES 

The key to taking the international drive for French startups to the next level is to scale 

up and organise the French Tech network worldwide. The French Tech Initiative has 

therefore introduced the international French Tech Hubs programme to establish 

French Tech communities in the world’s major innovative cities. The programme is 

briefed to:  

 

1. Set up and establish French-speaking tech communities (comprising 

entrepreneurs, CEOs, investors, support structures and institutional players) 

worldwide that are driven and firmly established in their local ecosystem.  

2. Promote the development of French startups abroad. To make the ecosystems 

more transparent and accessible to entrepreneurs, each French Tech Hub: 

a. Has a dedicated web portal that maps all the ecosystem’s players (incuba-

tors, co-working spaces, investors, French startups established locally, 

events, etc.) and the various programmes to help startups go international 

(acceleration programme, immersion programme, guaranteed financing,  

information and resources on the business environment, etc.);  

b. Is supported by a pool of mentors (entrepreneurs, investors and CEOs) with 

sound knowledge of the local ecosystem, who can offer free advice and 

guidance to French entrepreneurs arriving in the region.    

 

3. Promote French Tech to local players (investors, businesses, entrepreneurs, 

executives, incubators, accelerators and media) and help them make the most of 

the opportunities offered by France: recruitment of talented individuals, investment 

opportunities, business startups, startup sourcing, etc. 

The international French Tech Hubs programme promotes French business exchanges 

and growth in each country by creating a worldwide network of French Tech communi-

ties to support entrepreneurs and other key players. 

 

The French Tech Hub label is awarded by the French government to projects: 
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 Promoted by a community of French entrepreneurs and investors established in 

the area. 

 Supported by the French authorities in the area in question. 

 That meet the label’s technical specifications. 

 

A French Tech Hub is more than just another government scheme abroad. The label 

encourages players to work together under the leadership of entrepreneurs to 

improve the organisation of international business support programmes and give them 

the profile and visibility leverage that the French Tech brand brings. 

 

Eleven international French Tech communities have been awarded the 

label to date: New York, Israel, Tokyo, San Francisco, Montréal, Cape 

Town, Hong Kong, Moscow, Barcelona, London and Abidjan. 

Some other projects promoted by French entrepreneur communities are currently can-

didates for the French Tech Hub label, such as Los Angeles, Austin, San Diego,  

Santiago, Sao Paulo, Berlin, Stockholm, Beijing, Shanghai, Taipei,.. 
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5. The French Tech Hub’s founding partners 

 

La French Tech. This programme is steered by French Tech Mission, 
Ministry for the Economy, Industry and Digital Affairs, under the 
French Tech Initiative. 

 

 

Business France, the French international business development 
agency, accelerates the growth of French companies in the UK &  
Ireland, through personalised services allowing entrepreneurs to  
efficiently adjust and thrive in one of the most challenging markets in 
the world. 
 
 
 
The French Embassy to the United Kingdom in London is the dip-
lomatic representation of the French Republic in the United Kingdom. 
 
 
 
The French Chamber of Great Britain is part of an international 
network spanning 113 countries, and can facilitate connections  
between French start-ups in London and other French Chambers in 
places such as New York, Los Angeles, Hong Kong, Singapore and 
Shanghai.  
 
 
French Digital was launched 4 years ago in London, to bring 
together the community of French, Francophone and Francophile 
professionals in Europe and beyond. 
 
 
Frog Valley is a network of London based French entrepreneurs that 
was launched more than 5 years ago. We organize regular events 
such as networking and workshops in venues closely linked to  
the London startup ecosystem. 
 
 
FrenchConnect London was launched in 2014 by 3 French tech 
entrepreneurs living in London. It is a private member club gathering 
more than 150 French Digital Leaders in London who have access 
to exclusive high-quality events all year long to expand their network 
and be inspired. 
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The programme is promoted by a number of French Tech Initiative founding partners: 

 

 

  

With the support of: 

 

“DEVIALET, Ingénierie acoustique de France, was born in 2007 

and is the result of 3 people’s dream and savoir-faire: Pierre-

Emmanuel Calmel who invented the technology, Emmanuel Nardin 

who created the design, and Quentin Sannié who launched it on 

the market. The 3 founders succeeded in pushing back the sound 

boundaries thanks to the ADH® Intelligence: the hybridisation  

between digital and analog technologies, to offer you both power 

and quality. 

Awarded 50 times, cumulating 88 patterns, DEVIALET’s huge potential seduced the most prestigious 

entrepreneurs such as Bernard Arnault, Marc Simoncini, Xaviel Niel, Jacques-Antoine Granjon, who 

already joined the adventure.  

By following their simple motto, "excellency, innovation and constant challenge”, the last product they 

launched is a complete sound revolution: PHANTOM. 

Phantom is the best wireless speaker in the world, giving you the best audio experience: an ultra-

dense, pure and clear sound that will physically impact you. You can play your music through Wifi 

(with your favourite playlists in Deezer, Spotify…), Bluetooth or optical source without any distortion 

or saturation, at a 3000 watts power for the Silver version. Listening to Phantom is like listening for 

the first time: you discover a new world where your emotions will put you upside-down. 

Devialet is expanding in the UK very fast. We opened in Harrods first and launched recently our flag-

ship store in Westfield… and a lot more is coming!” 

 

 

“Founded in 1999, the OVH group innovates at the very heart of 

the web, data centres and networks, today it is a key player in the 

global cloud. Through its OVH, So you Start, RunAbove, Kimsufi 

and hubiC brands, the OVH group offers a full range of simple and 

powerful solutions. Placing technology at the fingertips of busi-

nesses and users alike, significantly improving the working practic-

es of its 1 million+ customers around the world. As always, the 

company remains firmly committed to respecting the individual’s 

freedom and equal opportunity of access to new technologies. For 

OVH, "Innovation is Freedom". 
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Recently introducing the Digital Launch Pad Programme, making it accessible to all startups with 3 

different levels: Ideation, Build & Market. Supporting those kick-starting their entrepreneurial journey 

to those ready to expand internationally. With free scalable infrastructure and expert guidance. 

 “I love startups, I love their pace, having an idea in the morning and having an idea in the morning 

and having it up and running by the end of the day. Startups are innovation, and I love innovation.” 

Octave Klaba,  

Founder and chairman of the 

OVH group 

 

“Moët Hennessy and its 22 prestigious houses have based their 
development on the pioneering spirit and the constant search 
for innovation to enhance the quality of its products.  This  
philosophy has enabled the group to stand out as the world 
leader in the area of luxury wines and spirits. 

 
As part of its innovation strategy, Moët Hennessy is getting involved in the start-ups ecosystem at 

global level, to spot innovative and promising initiatives.  The group is developing an international 

“open innovation” initiative targeting every market where it has a presence, to build tomorrow’s 

systems from production through to sale, in close cooperation with these new players.”  
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Press contact: 

French Tech Mission – Ministry for the Economy, Industry and Digital Affairs 

Marie Gallas-Amblard  marie.gallas-amblard@finances.gouv.fr  +33 6 16 29 33 66 
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