
ÉCOLE NATIONALE D’ADMINISTRATION

EXECUTIVE COURSE 
IN EUROPEAN 

STUDIES
2016 SESSION

You are a senior manager in a company, a senior civil servant, an elected representative, journalist, 
trade union official, member of an international institution or you have a role in civil society,  

and you can make yourself available 3 to 5 days a month for 10 months, 

ATTEND THE EXECUTIVE COURSE IN EUROPEAN  
STUDIES (CHEE) AT THE ENA
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Session under the patronage of:

URSULA VON DER LEYEN
Federal Minister of Defense and Member of  
the Bundestag, Federal Republic of Germany

10’s
CLASS
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AN  “EXECUT I VE ”  CYCLE  FOR  EUROPEAN  DEC IS ION -MAKERS

The teaching is mainly given by experienced 
practitioners in European matters and deals with 
Europe as it really is
3  The CHEE’s teaching content and methods are centred on concrete 

experience.
3  It provides opportunities for participants to meet decision-makers 

in the cities where the European institutions are based and other 
European capitals.

3  The CHEE is recognised for the outspokenness of its contributors. 
Talks and debates take place under the Chatham House Rule: 
participants are free to use information heard at the meetings, 
but they must not reveal the identity or the affiliation of the 
people providing this information or that of the other participants. 

3  The CHEE organises talks, case studies and study trips to different 
European countries directly related to current European issues. The 
aim is to gain a grasp of the stakes and the mechanisms involved 
in building European policies (policy development, negotiation and 
implementation processes). Participants also work on the methods 
of communication associated with European policy.

3  The CHEE offers work sessions focused on the complementarity 
between different professions and the sharing of participants 
experiences.

3  It enables them to build up and reinforce their European 
professional network.

3  It offers modules on Europe today and Europe in the making.

Admission fees
The admission fees cover all teaching, mission, travel and 
accommodation costs. They are payable to the ENA.

Participants are...
3  citizens of the Member States of the European Union or third States. 
3  decision-makers from the public sector or civil society, European, 

national or local elected representatives, men and women from 
the business community, academics, journalists, senior civil 
servants, representatives of professional bodies, trade unions, 
religious bodies...

No prior knowledge or professional experience on European affairs 
is required.

How are the applicants selected?
3  The applications process begins in the Summer before each 

session.
3  Applications should be sent by post to the Ecole Nationale 

d’Administration at the latest by 15 October.
3  Pre-selected applicants are called for an interview by the Selection 

Committee in Paris in November or December.
3  The interview focusses on applicants’ motivations and how they 

think this training may enhance their professional careers.

Download the application form from 
June to October on the Ecole Nationale 
d’Administration’s website: 

www.ena.fr

Class patrons:  
remarkable European  
figures

Mário SOARES - 2011 
© ENA

Joschka FISCHER - 2013 
© ENA

Valéry GISCARD d’ESTAING - 2009  
© ENA

Jean-Claude TRICHET - 2012 
© Credit European Union 

Jacques DELORS - 2008 
© European Community

Jean-Claude JUNCKER - 2014 
© Council of the European Union

Simone VEIL - 2007
© European Parliament - Audiovisual Unit

Felipe GONZALEZ - 2010 
© ENA

EXECUTIVE COURSE IN EUROPEAN STUDIES

Emma BONINO - 2015 
© Emma Bonino’s office.

Each annual session 
is placed under the 
patronage of a persona-
lity whose commitment 
to Europe has been 
exemplary: 

A high-level cycle intended to foster  
the Europeanisation of careers and networks
The Executive course in European Studies is designed for those on 
our continent who are in charge of matters affecting Europe today. 
It provides opportunities to meet experts in European affairs and to 
build professional networks that transcend professional and national 
boundaries. It contributes to the Europeanisation of professional 
careers.

3 to 5 days a month, or the equivalent  
of an entire month at the heart of Europe
The Executive Course in European Studies is designed to be 
compatible with high-level professional responsibilities. It consists of 
10 training modules lasting 3 to 5 days at the rate of one a month 
from January to November.



The CHEE offers a fantastic immersion in the meanders of the institutions 
of the European Union through the prism of various topical subjects. 
3  Jürgen ACKERMANN 

Company Integration Director, EADS Astrium Space Transportation,  
“Valéry Giscard d’Estaing” Class.

This training allowed me to deepen my knowledge 
on European issues. It also gave me an overall view 
of how European institutions work. Furthermore, this 
cycle is also an opportunity for fruitful exchanges 
amongst participants and speakers and for the esta-
blishment of an influential cooperation network.
3  Patricia SCHILLINGER  

Senator, “Emma Bonino” Class.

One of the first lessons learnt on the CHEE was to understand that I was 
not alone in feeling poorly informed about Europe!
3  Corinne DESFORGES  

Civil service inspector, “Valéry Giscard d’Estaing” Class.

For me, the CHEE was an ideal addition to my professional career! 
3  Javier CONDE 

Foreign Affairs Advisor, Madrid, “Jacques Delors” Class.

The “straight-talking” rule was generally adhered to by the guest speakers; 
and that in itself makes this course quite unique.
3  Anne-Claire DEFOSSEZ  

Deputy director general of municipal services, City of Cergy, “Jacques Delors” Class.

TEST IMON IALS

This is a setting where borders and barriers periodically 
fade away, in an ambience that is sometimes fun, but 
always fraternal, where we can gain a refined aware-
ness of the common stakes, the extraordinary realities, 
and the stimulating complexity of the issues, and in a 
happy contrast, the infinite wealth and wisdom that 
Europe, consequently the whole world, can gain from 
that. An experience not to be forgotten. 
3  Wally BADAROU  

Composer and director of the SACEM, “Jean-Claude Juncker” Class.

The Executive Course in European Studies enabled 
me to move in 2007 from a career as a member 
of the Bulgarian National Assembly to the European 
Parliament, at the moment when Bulgaria joined the 
European Union. In June 2009, I was re-elected by 
our citizens to the Parliament in Strasbourg, which is 
of course a testimonial to their trust in me, but also 
to the solidity of this training: a unique course entirely 
dedicated to the practice of Europe.
3  Iliana IOTOVA  

Member of the European Parliament, “Simone Veil” Class.

This cycle enabled me to improve my knowledge 
and learn new things thanks to high level practical 
and theoretical teaching combined with very concrete 
exchanges of experience between participants from 
very different professional backgrounds. This training 
contributes to the stimulation and dissemination of 
the European ideal by making it more transparent and 
familiar in the eyes of civil society.
3  Lorenzo MANNELLI  

Director of the European Parliament, “Jean-Claude Trichet” Class.

It has been an inspiring year spent with a great coach 
and a fantastic team of “classmates”. An important expe-
rience - well developed in the timing during 10 months 
- that it has permitted me to reinterpret the thought of 
Europe and of its Institutions through the eyes of a great 
think tank of experts coming from ENA, Member States 
and EU Authorities. The CHEE has given me excellent 
insights and an important activity of networking.
3  Simone CERUTI 

Vice-President for European Public Affairs, Danone,  
“Jean-Claude Juncker” Class.

Taking part in a CHEE programme is quite a unique experience. It offered 
me an exceptional wealth of contacts. I found the Cycle a great source of 
inspiration and concrete elements to contribute, from the place I occupy, 
to this great adventure that I consider indispensable to enable and rein-
force the democratic development of our nations in the world.
3  Olivier POITRENAUD  

General Manager of Thalys International, “Valéry Giscard d’Estaing” Class.

Thanks to the CHEE, I have been able to foster my desire to work in a 
European environment within the Post Office. And so when the position 
of director of the Permanent Representation of the Post Office in Brussels 
became available, my application was accepted. If I am working in Brus-
sels today, there is no doubt that the CHEE helped to achieve it!
3  Catherine COPPO 

Director, Permanent Representation of the French Post Office in Brussels,  
“Jacques Delors” Class.

What I learnt through the CHEE goes far beyond what I imagined.  
I now look at Europe with a great deal more interest, understanding and 
complicity. Managers in local authorities need to know that European 
challenges are also their business.
3  Jean-Claude GONDARD  

General manager of municipal services, City of Marseille,  
“Valéry Giscard d’Estaing” Class.

In terms of quality, density and variety of contributors 
and participants, the Executive Course in European 
Studies is a crucible of European culture, knowledge 
and skills. For anyone who wants to understand 
Europe, wherever they come from, whatever they do 
and wherever they are heading, the CHEE can provide 
the keys and appropriate contacts to allow them to forge an opinion, be 
stronger in their profession and become a “more influential European”.
3  Jean-Claude DARDELET 

Vice-President in charge of institutional affairs at Thales, “Valéry Giscard d’Estaing” Class.

The programme helps you to acquire an overview  
of the institutions through a series of very precise  
approaches. It places the emphasis on exchanging 
experiences and encourages critical scrutiny and 
intellectual freedom. What I appreciated most was 
the opportunity we were given during the module in 
Berlin to engage in genuine discussions on the future 
of the Euro with German experts.
3  Eléonore FIGNOLET  

Head of Division, European Investment Bank,  
“Joschka Fischer” Class.

I already knew a lot about European matters and ins-
titutions when I applied for the CHEE. The ENA training 
deepened my knowledge and enhanced my ability 
to communicate on European affairs. It also helped 
me to diversify my professional network. I especially 
appreciated the frank and open way the guest spea-
kers used during their presentations. 
3  Tatiana ADAMIŠOVÁ  

Head of Unit, European Economic and Social Committee, “Jean-Claude Juncker” Class.

Thanks to the CHEE programme, I received keys to 
better understand how the EU works. I often use 
these keys in my daily work in order to strengthen 
BpiFrance’s position in Europe.
3  Isabelle BÉBÉAR 

Head of International Affairs and Management Programs, 
Bpifrance, “Emma Bonino” Class.

The President of the 
Association:   
Alain CLERGERIE www.chee.eu

“Parlons d’Europe”,  
the CHEE alumni association:  
a forum for debate and  
an influential European 
network. ©
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Prestigious European personalities: 

Robert BADINTER, Emma BONINO, Jacques DELORS, Joschka FISCHER, 
Valéry GISCARD D’ESTAING, Felipe GONZALEZ, Jean-Claude JUNCKER, 
Enrico LETTA, Ursula von der LEYEN, Mário SOARES, Jean-Claude 
TRICHET, Simone VEIL. 

Members and leaders from national parliaments  
and the European Parliament:

Sophie AUCONIE, Denis BADRÉ, Pervenche BÉRÈS, José BOVÉ, Jean-
Marie CAVADA, Arnaud DANJEAN, Mário DAVID, Mariya GABRIEL, 
Evelyne GEBHARDT, Ana GOMES, Françoise GROSSETÊTE, David 
HARLEY, Yannick JADOT, Tchétine KAZAK, Alain LAMASSOURE, Gérard 
LAPRAT, Elisabeth MORIN-CHARTIER, Cristiana MUSCARDINI, Gérard 
ONESTA, Monika PANAYOTOVA, Maria João RODRIGUES, Paul RÜBIG, 
Marielle de SARNEZ, Csaba Sándor TABADJI, Svétline TANTCHEV, 
Anne VAN LANCKER…

Managers from the European Commission,  
the Council of the European Union or with  
inter-institutional responsibilities:

Claude-France ARNOULD, Michel BARNIER, Henri BENTEGEAT, Petr 
BLIZKOVSKY, Béatrice COMBY, Bruno DETHOMAS, Philippe ETIENNE, 
Philippe de FONTAINE VIVE, Ricardo GOSALBO BONO, Olivier 
GUERSENT, Gilles de KERCHOVE, Eneko LANDABURU, Alain LE ROY, 
Jean-Charles LEYGUES, Christian MASSET, David O’SULLIVAN, José 
PALMA ANDRÈS, Jean-Claude PIRIS, Odile RENAUD-BASSO, Pierre 
SELLAL, Alexander STUBB, Jan TOMBINSKI, Pierre VIMONT, Richard-
Héber WEBER.

Players from the financial, economic and social spheres: 

Jérôme BEDIER, Joachim BITTERLICH, Patrick BLAIN, Christophe 
BLANCHARD-DIGNAC, André BOULANGER, Claire BOUSSAGOL, Arnaud 
CHNEIWEISS, Jean-Pierre CLAMADIEU, Elias CLIS, Bertrand COLLOMB, 
Jean-Claude DARDELET, François DESPRAIRIES, Véronique DOSDAT, 
Serge FERRE, Emilio GABAGLIO, Antoine GOSSET-GRAINVILLE, Alain 
GRANGÉ-CABANE, Marcel GRIGNARD, Michel GUILBAUD, Rainier 
d’HAUSSONVILLE, Gwenaëlle HUET, Benoît LEGUET, Henri MALOSSE, 
André MERLIN, André-Luc MOLINIER, Patrick O’QUIN, Christian 
PEUGEOT, Jean-François PONS, Peter PRAET, Pierre RADANNE, 
René RICOL, Antoine de SALINS, Edouard SAUVAGE, Yves-Thibault 
de SILGUY, Didier SIRE, Carol SIROU, Philippe SOUBESTRE, Gerhard 
STAHL, Patrick VENTURINI, François VILLEROY de GALHAU…

Members of international institutions, the media, 
academics, members of think tanks and other 
organisations:
Rebecca ABECASSIS (Journaliste), Florence AUTRET (Journaliste), Pierre 
BENAZET (Journaliste), Yves BERTONCINI (Directeur de « Notre Europe-
Institut Jacques Delors »), Christian BOHMER (Journaliste), Rossen 
BOSSEV (Journaliste), Pr Florence CHALTIEL (Juriste, Institut d’Etudes 
politiques de Grenoble), Pr Jean-Marie CHEVALIER (Directeur du centre 
de géopolitique de l’énergie et des matières premières), Jean-Philippe 
COTIS (Economiste en chef de l’OCDE), Pierre DEFRAIGNE (Directeur 
exécutif de la fondation Madariaga-Collège d’Europe), Quentin 
DICKINSON (Directeur des affaires européennes à Radio France, 
Bruxelles), Mihaïlina DIMITROVA (Journaliste), Antoine DINTRICH 
(Directeur général de l’Institut européen entreprises et propriété 
intellectuelle), Guillaume DUVAL (Rédacteur en chef d’Alternatives 
économiques), Pr Michel FOUCHER (ancien Ambassadeur, 
Géographe), Pr Antony GALABOV (Sociologue, Nouvelle université 
bulgare), Helena GARRIDO (Directrice adjointe du Jornal de Negócios), 
Eva GASPAR (Journaliste), Pr Patrice GEOFFRON (Économiste, Directeur 
du Centre de Géopolitique de l’Énergie et des Matières Premières 
de l’Université Paris Dauphine), Pr Nicole GNESOTTO (CNAM, 
Présidente du Conseil d’administration de l’IHEDN), Jean-Dominique 
GIULIANI (Président de la Fondation Robert Schuman), Pr Claude 
GRASLAND (Géographe, université Paris-VII), Philippe HERZOG (ancien 
Président de Confrontations Europe), Paul JORION (Anthropologue 
et économiste), Angélique KOUROUNIS (Journaliste), Stéphane 
LENEUF (Rédacteur en chef adjoint à France Inter), Oana LUNGESCU 
(Journaliste), Thibaut MADELIN (Journaliste), Pr Hélène MIARD-
DELACROIX (Paris-IV), Ognyan MINTCHEV (Directeur de Transparency 
International Bulgarie), Maria NEZNAKOMOVA (Journaliste), Renata 
NIKOLOVA (Journaliste), Christophe-Alexandre PAILLARD (Directeur à 
la CNIL, Expert en géopolitique de l’énergie), Loubov PANAYOTOVA 
(Directrice de l’Institut européen de Sofia), Griselda PASTOR LLOPART 
(Journaliste), Pr Jacques PERCEBOIS (Directeur du CREDEN), Pr José 
PEREIRINHA (Vice-Président de l’Institut Supérieur d’Economie et de 
Gestion), Christian de PERTHUIS (Économiste), Dominique REYNIÉ 
(Directeur général de la FONDAPOL), Ferdinando RICCARDI (Agence 
Europe), Maria SARAFOGLOU (Journaliste grecque), Atanas SEMOV 
(Directeur de la faculté de droit européen à l’université de Sofia), 
Vesséla SERGUEVA (Journaliste), Güldener SONUMUT (Représentant 
à Bruxelles de la chaîne turque NTV), Elli STAÏ (Journaliste grecque), 
Fernando de SUSA (Journaliste), Paul TAYLOR (Journaliste), Alberto 
TOSCANO (Journaliste), Jean-Noël TRONC (Directeur général de 
la SACEM), Javier VALENZUELA (Journaliste), Konstantin VALKOV 
(Journaliste), Pr Nikos VETTAS (Directeur général de la Fondation 
pour la recherche économique et industrielle en Grèce-IOBE), 
Jean-Christophe VICTOR (Émission « Le dessous des cartes » sur 
Arte), Antonio VITORINO (Président de « Notre Europe-Institut 
Jacques Delors », ancien ministre, ancien commissaire européen), 
Catherine WIHTOL de WENDEN (Directrice de recherche au CNRS)…

HIGH-LEVEL  
OPERATORS IN  
THE EUROPEAN  
MOVEMENT

OUR CONTRIBUTORS
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Training team: 
3  Serge GUILLON 

Educational Director of the Executive Course in European Studies, former Secretary General for European Affairs

3  Natacha FICARELLI - Head of the “Private Sector and Executive Course in European Studies” department

For further information:  
natacha.ficarelli@ena.fr - tel: + 33 (0)3 88 21 45 58


