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Ahead of COP21, you have said that in terms of ‘ecological 
transition’, France must be an example in order to 
convince and lead. How do you intend to do this?
I felt that in order for France to live up to its role as host of 
CoP21, it had to set an example. The Energy Transition for 
Green Growth Act, which I defended in Parliament and which 
is now in effect, sets out ambitious objectives, in line with the 
European Union’s commitments, and beyond. It lays down 
the regulatory framework for companies, territories and local 
authorities to embark on a true energy transition.

I want the environmental and energy transition to be a 
source of new opportunities: an opportunity for businesses 
to become more competitive on price, through technological 
innovation, training, better product quality and differentiation, 
and improved brand image.

What are your hopes and expectations for an agreement 
at the Paris Climate Change Conference?
My hope is that a Paris Alliance for Climate will emerge from 
the Conference in December, which will enable us to limit the 
planet’s average temperature rise to less than 1.5ºC or 2ºC 
above pre-industrial levels and adapt our societies to deal with 
the existing disruption.

This Alliance will have four aspects: a universal agreement 
establishing rules and mechanisms capable of progressively 
achieving the goal of respecting the limits of 1.5 or 2ºC; the 
presentation by all countries of their national contributions, 
ahead of COP21, in order to create a ripple effect and show that 
all countries are moving ahead in the same direction, depending 
on their national situations; the financial aspect, which must 
support developing countries and enable the transition to 
resilient, low-carbon economies to be funded before and after 
2020; and the strengthening of commitments from civil society 
and non-state actors as well as of multi-partner initiatives in the 
Lima Paris Action Agenda, in order to involve all stakeholders 
and begin concrete action without waiting for the future 

agreement to come into force in 2020.
These four aspects are complementary and will be mutually 

reinforced, in order to give our fellow citizens, local authorities 
and businesses a clear signal that we are embarking on a 
resolute transition to low-carbon economies while guaranteeing 
everyone fair access to sustainable development.

You have said that business and industry are necessary to 
the success of COP21. How are you engaging with them to 
be involved?
The contribution of business is essential to the success of the 
Paris climate negotiations this December. Companies have 
a responsibility to adapt their own business models to meet 
the challenge of ensuring that we keep global temperature 
rises to no more than 1.5ºC or 2ºC. There are three principal 
ways in which business can engage with the Action Agenda: 
Cooperative Action, which includes joining partnerships 
or cooperative initiatives; Individual Action, which involves 
setting individual targets; and Public Policy Action, whereby 
businesses lobby governments for public policies which 
encourage emissions reductions (notably on carbon pricing). 

The time to commit has now come! In the months before 
Paris, I strongly encourage businesses to sign-up to one or 
more Cooperative Actions in order to build momentum. 
Businesses may also make individual commitments and are 
encouraged to directly register their commitment on the UN 
climate action portal NAZCA. Many businesses have already 
realised they will gain from the transition. This was clear at the 
Business and Climate summit which we held in Paris in May. 
At COP21, climate action will be showcased during a high level 
meeting, the Action Day, in which I will participate. Business 
leaders, committed CEOs, climate entrepreneurs and low 
carbon technology inventors will get a chance to hop on stage 
and demonstrate to the world that action is ongoing, and will 
deliver economic and social improvements, together with 
contributing to a resilient world.
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You have called upon businesses to act quickly to tackle 
climate change, but they require policy support and 
regulatory certainty. What regulatory and/or financial 
incentives are in place in France to help businesses 
do this?
Across all sectors, new measures must provide the impetus 
for a form of positive ecology that lifts constraints, unleashes 
initiatives and provides tangible benefits for everyone 
(individuals, businesses and local authorities). I firmly believe 
that this energy transition relies on our territories and the ability 
of local authorities to get things moving at local level. 

For individuals, the act puts in place tax credits, zero interest 
loans, third party financing and reduced VAT rate for financing 
energy efficient household renovation works or the installation 
of an electric vehicle charging point. For local authorities, I 
have also put in place key financing tools such as a €5 billion 
loan facility from the Caisse des Dépôts for public projects on 
building energy renovation, development of clean transport, the 
circular economy and renewable energy. For businesses, we 

also have specialised facilities such as the Renewable Heat Fund 
for heat production using renewable energy sources (biomass, 
geothermal heat recovery, solar thermal energy, etc.), the Waste 
Fund to reduce waste production and improve waste recovery 
(recycling of materials, composting, biogas production), and the 
Energy Transition Financing Fund: this €1.5 billion fund covers 
areas such as renewable heat, waste, positive-energy areas, 
energy renovation, combined transport, etc.

What is your view on carbon pricing?
Carbon pricing, in my view, is a fundamental tool for the 
transition to a decarbonised economy. More and more 
countries are implementing policy measures to create a price 
on carbon. In France, the newly Energy Transition for Green 
Growth Act includes the objective to multiply by four the 
‘Climate Energy Contribution’, which is a carbon tax, by 2030. I 
will push for an efficient carbon price at European level which 
will set the right incentives.

Businesses are increasingly taking position in favour of a 
carbon price. Currently, at least 150 major corporations from 
diverse sectors (energy, industry, finance, consumer goods, etc.) 
have set internal carbon prices (‘shadow prices’). For many of 
these businesses, this is used to identify the opportunities of 
investing in low-carbon technologies and as part of a strategy 
of risk management, evaluating the impact of carbon pricing 
on their operations and anticipating a development of carbon 
pricing mechanisms. 

However, a global price is still way ahead of us, since political 
feasibility, economic structures and fiscal concerns differ across 

countries. And in any case, a price on carbon would not be 
sufficient to finance the transition towards a decarbonised 
economy: much broader policy measures are necessary. This is 
why the climate negotiations under COP are so important: each 
country has to define its objectives of green house gas (GHG) 
emission reductions in their Intended Nationally Determined 
Contribution: in this context, carbon pricing is one of the policy 
measures that a country can choose to reach those objectives, 
just as France did. 

You have fought hard for the introduction of the new 
energy law, passed by the Assembly on 22 July, which you 
said is ‘the most ambitious in Europe’. Can you explain 
what it entails and the effect it will have on France’s 
energy landscape? 
France has set itself the objective of cutting its greenhouse 
gas emissions by 40% between 1990 and 2030, and fourfold 
between 1990 and 2050. France, including the mainland and 
overseas territories, benefits from exceptional assets that will 

allow it to become a major producer of renewable energy. In 
2012, 14% of the energy that we consumed was of renewable 
origin. The objective I enshrined in the new law is to increase 
the share of renewable energies to 32% of final energy 
consumption by 2030. At the same time, the proportion of 
nuclear energy used in the production of electricity will go down 
to 50% in 2025 from 75% currently. There will be a shift in our 
energy mix. I have already put into practice these objectives: for 
instance, regarding solar power, I decided to increase the 2020 
objective originally set at 5400MW in 2009, to 8000MW.

Building resilience and technological innovation are key 
to mitigating the effects of climate change, but require 
financing and investment on a long-term basis. How 
does the French government currently or intend to 
facilitate resilience efforts/ flow of finance for innovation, 
adaptation and mitigation?
I am determined to put low-carbon technology innovation at 
the centre of the Paris Alliance for Climate Action. Scaling up 
low-carbon technology innovation and speeding up its diffusion 
are key to meet the twin challenges of deep decarbonisation 
and sustainable development. We need to increase public 
and private investments in low-carbon and climate-resilient 
technology research, development and demonstration. 
We must drive down the costs, improve the efficiency and 
facilitate easier access to key low-carbon and climate-resilient 
technologies. For businesses, as I said, public funds are now 
available for them to invest wisely in renewables. I
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