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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES  

 

Mr. Lionel Barber, Editor of the Financial Times 

An FT veteran of 22 years, Barber succeeded Andrew Gowers in the editor's chair in 

November 2005. Since then, the FT has won many global awards for its quality journalism. 

These include three ‘Newspaper of the Year’ awards, which recognise the FT’s role as a ’21st 

century news organisation’. 

Mr Lionel Barber has lectured widely on US foreign policy, transatlantic relations, European 

security and monetary union in the US and Europe. He has interviewed many of the world’s 

leaders in business and politics including: President Barack Obama, Premier Wen Jiabao of 

China, President-elect Demetri Medvedev of Russia, Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany 

and President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa. 

 

Professor Nicholas Stern (Lord Stern of Brentford), Chair, Grantham Research Institute 

on Climate Change and the Environment; Author, Stern Review on the Economics of 

Climate Change 

Lord Stern was adviser to the UK Government on the Economics of Climate Change and 

Development from 2005-2007, where he was Head of the Stern Review on the Economics of 

Climate Change, published in 2006.  

He was Head of the Government Economic Service from 2003-2007; Second Permanent 

Secretary to Her Majesty's Treasury from 2003-2005; Director of Policy and Research for the 

Prime Minister's Commission for Africa from 2004-2005; and Chief Economist and Senior 

Vice President at the World Bank from 2000-2003.  

During his time as Chief Economist of the European Bank for Reconstruction and 

Development, and Visiting Professor of Economics at LSE, he was one of the founding forces 

behind the Asia Research Centre, formally becoming its director in 2007.  
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Mr Paul Watkinson, Head of French Climate Negotiation Team 

Paul Watkinson has been a member of the French Climate Negotiation team since 2000, and 

its head since 2007. He participated in negotiations in Copenhaguen, Cancun, and last week 

Panama.  

He was also the coordinator of the French interagency greenhouse gas group, as well as the 

chair of the Annex I expert group of the OECD and the IEA (2004-2005). Previously, he had 

been an economic consultant for the OECD (1997-1998).  

Prior to that, Paul was a British civil servant with the UK Department of the Environment, for 

10 years (1987-1996).  

Paul graduated in Mathematics from Trinity College, Cambridge (1986) and Ecole Nationale 

d’Administration (2000).  

 

Mr David Nussbaum, Chief Executive WWF-UK 

David Nussbaum joined WWF-UK as Chief Executive in May 2007.  

 

Prior to joining WWF, David was the Chief Executive of Transparency International ('TI'), 

based at the international secretariat in Berlin. TI is the leading global NGO focused on 

curbing corruption, with National Chapters in around 100 countries.  

 

David is also a Non-Executive Director of the quoted private equity fund Low Carbon 

Accelerator; and of the leading Fair Trade finance company Shared Interest. Until 2006, he 

was the (non-executive) Chair of Traidcraft, the leading UK 'Fair Trade' company.  

 

Previously, David was the Director of Finance, Information and Planning and a Deputy Chief 

Executive of Oxfam, the international relief and development organisation, where he worked 

for about six years, including six months on secondment in charge of Oxfam's programme in 

India.  

 

After qualifying as a chartered accountant with PricewaterhouseCoopers in London where he 

worked for five years, David went to work in venture capital with 3i plc as an Investment 

Controller, investing in medium-sized companies to help them grow. From there he moved 

into manufacturing industry with the European packaging company Field Group plc, where he 

was its Finance Director, through the company's management buyout and subsequent flotation 

on the London Stock Exchange.  

 

David holds degrees in theology from Cambridge and Edinburgh universities and an MSc in 

Finance from London Business School. He was born in 1958, and he and his wife have four 

children. 
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Mr Tom Delay, Chief Executive of the Carbon Trust 

Tom was appointed as the first Chief Executive of the Carbon Trust in 2001. 

Over the last eight years, the Carbon Trust has helped UK businesses cut £1bn from their 

energy bills and the UK to cut its carbon emissions by more than 17 million tonnes. It is 

running world leading projects aiming to reduce the costs of key technologies such as 

offshore wind power and marine energy. 

He has overseen the launch of the world’s first Carbon Label, which is now used by 

companies including Walkers, Pepsi and Tesco as customers, and has forged agreements with 

countries China and Qatar to support UK business by helping to invest, develop and deploy 

low carbon technologies.  

He is a member of the government’s Renewable energy Advisory Board, the UK Energy 

Research Partnership, the UK Energy Research Centre and the Low Carbon Vehicle 

Partnership. 

 

A chartered engineer with extensive experience of the energy sector, Tom began his career 

with Shell, working with them for 16 years in a variety of commercial and operations roles 

including four years as General Manager of Pizo Shell - a Shell subsidiary in Gabon, Africa. 

He moved into management consultancy with McKinsey and Co and then as a Principal with 

the Global Energy Practice of AT Kearney before joining the Carbon Trust. 

Tom gained a first class honours degree in mechanical engineering from the University of 

Southampton in 1981 and completed an MBA at INSEAD, Paris in 1988.  

 


