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Neil Morris

• Chair of Educational Technology, Innovation and Change in the School 

of Education 

• Director of Digital Learning at the University of Leeds, reporting directly 

to the Pro-Vice Chancellor for Student Education.  

• National Teaching Fellow, Higher Education Academy

• Winner of a number of national awards for teaching excellence. 

• Research expertise in educational technology, online learning and 

blended learning. 

• Co-author of Study Skills Connected, a successful textbook on using 

technology effectively to enhance learning (Palgrave MacMillan).

• Author of ‘Studying a MOOC’ (Palgrave).

• Leads major strategic technology projects at Leeds.

See: education.leeds.ac.uk/people/academic/morris
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MOOC portfolio

155,000 joiners on 

our MOOCs

Focuson learning, 

pedagogy and 

quality

92% average overall 

satisfaction with quality of our 

MOOCs

Wide range of learning 

technologies, approaches and 

learning designs applied
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Interactivity and sharing in 

MOOCs



Who are MOOC completers?

Older learners more 

likely to complete our courses 

No gender differences in completing 

learners, but there are course-level differences

Experienced
online learners more likely to 

complete our courses 

Better qualified 
learners more likely to complete 

our courses 

Non working 
learners more likely to complete 

our courses 

Morris et al., 2015



Blended Learning Essentials



Studying a MOOC: guide



MOOCs on campus
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https://futurelearn.com/courses/when-worlds-collide

Sign up to ‘Exploring anatomy:  
the human abdomen’ 

http://futurelearn.com
Course starts on 10 February 2014
For 3 weeks, 4 hours per week

Explore the inner workings of the human abdomen with experienced anatomy lecturer Dr James Pickering  
http://twitter.com/accessanatomy #FLanatomy
 
Learn about the structure and function of vital organs, and through discussion relate this  
to common surgical scenarios and current research.
 
Interested in the anatomy of the human body? This course is for you.

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/anatomy

MOOC content embedded 

into module and 

programmes

New MOOC style blended 

modules created

MOOC content used to 

create new distance 

learning programmes


