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• One of the six ancient Universities in the 

UK (founded 1451)

• A world top 100 university and a founding 

member of the Russell Group

• 12th in the UK for Research Power

• 81% of research is ‘internationally 

excellent’

• 25,000 students from almost 130 countries

• 1st in Scotland and 3rd in Russell Group 

for student satisfaction

But…..a low proportion of online learners

An Introduction to the 

University of Glasgow



• I have responsibility for the development and implementation of the 

University Learning and Teaching Strategy and the University IT 

strategy.  

• I am responsible for the development and implementation of all 

academic policy relating to teaching and the quality assurance of 

teaching.

• I am currently leading major initiatives in blended and online learning 

and the strategic redevelopment and expansion of the physical 

teaching estate.

An Introduction to me



• Academic background is Aerospace 

Engineering (aerodynamics)

• Formerly Dean of Engineering at 

Glasgow

• Past Chair of both the Scottish 

Deans of Science and Engineering 

and the Applied Aerodynamics 

Committee of the American Institute 

of Aeronautics and Astronautics.

More about me



MOOCs

• To be part of the evolving MOOC landscape, 

providing high quality, open education to the world

• To evaluate the applicability of MOOC technologies 

and their emerging models for online education

• To support of the broader aims of our E-learning 

strategy in terms of online learning both on and off 

campus. 

Why did we get involved with 

MOOCs?



• Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) 

• The Blended and Online Learning Development 

Project (BOLD) 

• Interactive Classes

• Estate Development

MOOC Engagement part of a 

broader Strategy



MOOCs

• Glasgow joined the FutureLearn MOOC consortium 

along with a number of leading UK universities.

• In April and 2014, Glasgow offered its first two 

MOOCs

Cancer in the 21st Century: 

The Genomic Revolution

Right vs might: The role of 

law in transnational disputes

MOOC Experience



MOOCs

• A further mini MOOC was developed as part of the BBC 

WWI series and delivered in late 2014.

• World War 1: Paris 1919 - A New World Order?

MOOC Experience



• Early Modern Scottish Palaeography

• Building an inclusive learning environment

• Language education for the globalised world

• Employability with a Digital CV

• Art & Antiquities Crime 

• The Making of Robert Burns 

• Global Health in Practice

• Haskell Programming

MOOCs (in Development)



• We are learning from our 

experience and sharing best 

practice

• We are building expertise 

across the University 

• We are blurring the boundaries 

between MOOCs and core 

activity (Research, teaching, 

outreach)

Still a learning process


